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How it all started

One of many spam invitations from the OMICS group . . .



How it all started

. . . to join an editorial board in a field I never worked in



How it all started

They have very high quality standards for their editors . . .



How it all started

. . . which are monitored based on sophisticated metrics



How it all started

Peter Uhnemann contacts Mol. Biol. J. to join their ed. board . . .



How it all started

. . . and sends them a short nonsense CV



How it all started

Who is ‘Peter Uhnemann’?
A fake person, made up by a German satirical magazin . . .



How it all started

. . . to troll a right-wing politician on Facebook



People and places on Peter Uhnemann’s CV

Daniel Düsentrieb



People and places on Peter Uhnemann’s CV

Daniel Düsentrieb Entenhausen



People and places on Peter Uhnemann’s CV

Daniel Düsentrieb Entenhausen K.-T. v. Guttenberg



Dr. Peter Uhnemann

The next day, he is asked to upload his biography
for which they, thankfully, provide a template . . .



Dr. Peter Uhnemann

He is faculty at . . . Daniel-Duesentrieb-University,
Department of Nonindoeuropean Parapsychological Higgs-Boson
Hyperspace Geekology.

He/ She has successfully completed his Administrative
responsibilities as . . . vice president of the universe
for scientific publication ethics and spamology.

He /she is serving as an editorial member of several reputed
journals like . . . Journal of Scientific Highthroughput Spamology
and Journal of Junk Publications.

He /she has authored research articles/books

He/she was fake person of the year in 2011

. . . which he happily filled out.
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Dr. Peter Uhnemann

He gets his name immediately on the Editorial Board . . .



Dr. Peter Uhnemann

. . . and his biography is uploaded . . .



Dr. Peter Uhnemann

. . . carefully edited by the publisher!



Dr. Peter Uhnemann

Questionable phrases in Peter Uhnemann’s biography, directly
obtained by filling the (gendered) template, e.g.:

. . . He /she is serving as an editorial member of several reputed
journals like Journal of Scientific Highthroughput Spamology and
Journal of Junk Publications . . .

Corrected by the publisher:

. . . He is serving as an editorial member of several reputed journals like
Journal of Scientific Highthroughput Spamology and Journal of Junk
Publications . . .

etc.
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Dr. Peter Uhnemann

Questionable phrases in Peter Uhnemann’s biography, directly
obtained by filling the (gendered) template, e.g.:
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Dr. Peter Uhnemann

A blog post by Jonathan Eisen . . .



Dr. Peter Uhnemann

. . . greatly increases the visibility of Mol. Bio. J.:



Dr. Peter Uhnemann

Soon after, the journal web site crashes, because . . .



Dr. Peter Uhnemann

. . . more than max_user_connections active connections!



Dr. Peter Uhnemann

Peter Uhnemann gets ’certificate’ from OMICS group as . . .



Dr. Peter Uhnemann

. . . prestigious ed. board member of Mol. Biol. Journal



More Peter-Uhnemann journals

The Herbert Open Access Journal Biology



More Peter-Uhnemann journals

International Archives of Medicine



More Peter-Uhnemann journals

The International Journal of Biotechnology



More Peter-Uhnemann journals

Journal of Advances in Biology
- here you have to pay to get on the ed. board!



Virtual editors can help with decision making

http://nothinginbiology.org
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After four years: still on various ed boards

Int’l J. Applied Science and Mathematics



After four years: still on various ed boards

Int’l J. Applied Science and Mathematics



After four years: still on various ed boards

Int’l J. Applied Science and Mathematics



After four years: still on various ed boards

Int’l J. Innovation in Science and Mathematics



After four years: still on various ed boards

Int’l J. Innovation in Science and Mathematics



After four years: still on various ed boards

Int’l J. Research and Innovations in Earth Science



After four years: still on various ed boards

Int’l J. Research and Innovations in Earth Science



After four years: still on various ed boards

Int’l J. Research in Agricultural Sciences



After four years: still on various ed boards

Int’l J. Research in Agricultural Sciences



After four years: still on various ed boards

Int’l J. Agriculture Innovations and Research (TM)



After four years: still on various ed boards

In World Journal of Agricultural & Biological Sciences, he is listed
with a new job title at his Donald-Duck institute. . .



After four years: still on various ed boards

. . . as in Current Trends in Technology and Sciences,
but here they omitted the Donald-Duck institute . . .



After four years: still on various ed boards

. . . so on their ed. board, he is vice president of Germany!



After four years: still on various ed boards

The ‘original’ Peter Uhnemann on Facebook ...



After four years: still on various ed boards

... has a job at BP gas station Gera . . .



After four years: still on various ed boards

. . . so on the ed. board of Int’l J. Biotechnology . . .



After four years: still on various ed boards

. . . he appears as facility manager of a BP gas station



Dr. Hoss Cartwright



Dr. Hoss Cartwright

Hoss Cartwright, Ponderosa Institute for Bovine Research, . . .



Dr. Hoss Cartwright

. . . contacts Journal of Primatology (OMICS group) . . .



Dr. Hoss Cartwright

. . . and sends them his CV



Dr. Hoss Cartwright

After a week, he is accepted on the ed. board
(with apologies for the delay) . . .



Dr. Hoss Cartwright

. . . and his ‘biography’ is uploaded to the journal home page



Dr. Hoss Cartwright



Dr. Hoss Cartwright



Virtual editors can help with decision making

End of the story:

Editor-in-Chief contacts me on Facebook . . .

. . . and resigns.
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Virtual editors can help with decision making

End of the story:

Editor-in-Chief contacts me on Facebook . . .

. . . and resigns.



More Hoss-Cartwright journals



More Hoss-Cartwright journals

J. Agriculture and Life Science



More Hoss-Cartwright journals

J. Veterinary Advances



More Hoss-Cartwright journals

PAK International J. Veterinary Siences Research



More Hoss-Cartwright journals

PAK International J. Veterinary Siences Research



More Hoss-Cartwright journals

International Journal of Agriculture Innovations and Research



Conclusions

Virtual scientists on editorial boards:

Efficiently generated

Provide high visibility

Help with decision making about journals



Conclusions

Virtual scientists on editorial boards:

Efficiently generated

Provide high visibility

Help with decision making about journals



Conclusions

Virtual scientists on editorial boards:

Efficiently generated

Provide high visibility

Help with decision making about journals



Conclusions

Virtual scientists on editorial boards:

Efficiently generated

Provide high visibility

Help with decision making about journals


